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     Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to
simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the
                              following provisions:

[ ]  Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17
     CFR 230.425)

[ ]  Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR
     240.14a-12)

[ ]  Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the
     Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

[ ]  Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the
     Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

ITEM 5.02 DEPARTURE OF DIRECTORS OR PRINCIPAL OFFICERS; ELECTION OF DIRECTORS;
          APPOINTMENT OF PRINCIPAL OFFICERS.

     On October 10, 2005, the Board of Directors (the "Board") of Novelos
Therapeutics, Inc. (the "Company"), elected Michael J. Doyle to serve on the
Board. Mr. Doyle's election was made pursuant to the Company's agreement with an
investor, Longview Fund, LP ("Longview"), entitling Longview to designate one
member of the Board. That agreement was filed as Exhibit 1 to the Company's
Current Report on Form 8-K filed on October 3, 2005. Mr. Doyle has no
arrangement or understanding with Longview with respect to his election to or
service on the Board. Mr. Doyle was designated to serve on the Company's Audit
Committee, Compensation Committee and Nominating and Corporate Governance
Committee.
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     Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Dated:   October 17, 2005

                                              NOVELOS THERAPEUTICS, INC.
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                                              Its:  Chief Executive Officer


